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The exhibition Kamil Lhoták or Comfort in the Machine in the Moravian Gallery in Brno takes a closer look at the extensive oeuvre of the painter, print-maker, illustrator, author of films and books, Kamil Lhoták (1912–1990), whose work is popular mainly for its themes and unmistakeable atmosphere. Lhoták’s paintings and drawings will transport the exhibition visitors to melancholic landscapes full of balloons, motorcycles and cyclists and they will be able to recollect or discover a world filled with archaic bicycles, automobiles and airships. 

At the exhibition the visitors can see for themselves that Kamil Lhoták — a classic of Czech painting and a prominent member of the Group 42 ― dared to do something outrageous for his time: after all the complicated intellectualism of modernism he rediscovered simplicity and began to depict the world around him. Although it was not exactly ”the world that we live in”, it was at the same time a world that was mundane and universally nostalgic, and therefore felt close to its observers. It embraced memories of a boy’s (including his) childhood, a partiality for historical means of transport, as well as hoardings and backyards as images of the detailed world of a collector and witness of visual stimuli.
The principal theme of the exhibition Kamil Lhoták or Comfort in the Machine is the imagery of Lhoták’s universe. The exhibition is therefore equally focused on the actual works of art and historical means of transport and other artefacts from the Technical Museum in Brno – the exhibits will include, for example, two bicycles which belonged to Lhoták, donated to the Technical Museum by his granddaughter. In the Museum of Applied Arts you will be able to see around forty paintings, roughly two dozen books and eight films by the artist and get your hands dirty with a real hot-air balloon, historical motorcycles or bicycles.  
“Recently it was the twentieth anniversary of the death of Kamil Lhoták, one of the best liked but still under-appreciated Czech painters of the 20th century. As a brilliant illustrator of children’s books and author of a huge number of drawings and prints, available in their time to people from all financial backgrounds, he achieved a status little short of “the people’s artist”, in some aspects reminiscent of Josef Lada. Nevertheless, at the core of his work is a deep melancholy and a sharp vision of the world as a place of catastrophes, pain and silent despair. From these roots his work is cleft into two complementary lines: on the one hand, there are the paintings of the everyday, whose power lies in the acceptance of the mundane and its invincibility as fate, on the other hand we have the best known aspect of Lhoták’s work connected with the enchantment of technology and in particular its early achievements. While the civil rehabilitation of the portrait (friends, colleague artists, family) and — let’s say — images of the city and its dependent inhabitants have seen at least a partial re-assessment in recent projects (Libeňský plynojem, City Gallery Prague 2006; Roky ve dnech, City Gallery Prague 2010), we seem to avoid the most familiar pictures by Kamil Lhoták. Maybe from fear of being accused of sentimentality, or as defence against the obvious weakening of their original force in the later works. The exhibition (whose subtitle refers to the genre of a philosophical discourse rooted in the Roman tradition by Seneca and later fully realized by Boethius, to be significantly demonstrated, in the Czech milieu, by Emanuel Rádl at the beginning of WWII) aims to highlight the therapeutic effect of Lhoták’s work thematizing the magic of technology as something of a dream of human ingenuity come true and a naïve approach to progress. At the same time the exhibition is a deliberation of the meaning of the existence of Lhoták’s “parallel world” where the lost intimacy of human mutuality can be re-established or replaced by care of a “humanized” means of transport. This consolation of technology, the most powerful examples of which come from the period of WWII, the insecurities of the 1940’s and the darkness of the 1950’s, is not represented in the exhibition as an escape from reality, but rather as a compensational daydream, the purpose of which is to keep in play human dignity and hope. However retrospective Lhoták’s work may be, turned back as it is to the golden age of science and technology, it carries over values to this day which are worth being confronted with. Not to mention its exceptional, purely visual qualities exhibited particularly in the artists early output.“

Marek Pokorný

director Moravian Gallery in Brno and exhibition author

A catalogue with essays by Marek Pokorný and graphic design by Radim Pešek has been published to coincide with the exhibition. The accompanying programme will include guided tours with the exhibition curator, a meeting at the exhibition with its author, as well as the screening of the film Dědeček automobil and a lecture by Miroslav Břínek on the subject of Aviation in the First Republic. There will be art workshops for children, adults, teachers and the disabled that are based on the theme of the exhibition.

SELECTION FROM WORKS BY KAMIL LHOTÁK 

Paintings

Machine in Green Landscape (1945), Gordon Bennett (1940), 20th Century Landscape (1942), Dark Blue Automobile and a Dragon (1968), Car Cemetery (1943), A Target and a Motorcycle (1966), Landscape with the Samson Automobile (1963), The Year 1913 (1974)

Book illustrations

Adolf Branald: Dědeček automobil 

Adolf Branald: Severní nádraží

Mark Twain: Dobrodružství Huckleberryho Finna
Ivan Blatný: Tento večer

Kamil Lhoták: Balon, křídla, vrtule

Ivo Štuka: Pět minut v balóně

Jules Verne: Vynález zkázy

Animated cartoons 
Jak se člověk naučil létat (Jiří Brdečka, 1958)

Vzducholoď a láska (Jiří Brdečka, 1948)

Xantipa a Sokrates (Josef Kluge, 1961)

Vezla dáma zavazadla (Jan Kapš, 1965)

Hra o naftu (Ladislav Čapek, 1964)

Tucet mých tatínků (Eduard Hofman, 1959)

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME

Saturday 11/12/2010 4 p.m. 

Dědeček automobil (Alfred Radok, 1957, 96´) / film screening
Museum of Applied Arts, Husova 14

Charming lyrical comedy from the prehistory of motor racing.  

Free admission

Thursday 20/1/2011 5 p.m.
Guided tour / Marek Pokorný, exhibition curator
Museum of Applied Arts, Husova 14

Free with an admission ticket
Tuesday 8/2/2011 5 p.m.

Aviation in the First Republic / lecture

Miroslav Břínek (in collaboration with the Technical Museum Brno)

Museum of Applied Arts, Husova 14

Free with an admission ticket
Thursday 10/2/2011 5 p.m.

Guided tour / Marek Pokorný, exhibition curator

Museum of Applied Arts, Husova 14

Free with an admission ticket
M A I N  P A R T N E R  O F  T H E  M O R A V I A N  G A L L E R Y  I N  B R N O
[image: image1.png]v# UniCredit Bank




P A R T N E R S

[image: image2.png]@ A2 (“;} R Istuoent|aceney|  BREEN @i  Feult.  Yyotiva
@ rsirekiam €D ¥R Viaa  saNquis @@= (ghy

CESKE DRAHY, a.s. newton media e





CONTACT FOR MEDIA 

Martina Vašková, marketing and communication 

+420 724 516 672, +420 532 169 174

tisk@moravska-galerie.cz
�





Tisková zpráva / Press Release











Tisková zpráva / Press Release








Tisková zpráva / Press Release











